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Instructive Cases from the Wards of Kameda Medical Center
David H. Gremillion, MD, FACP

Dr Gremillion will discuss recent cases presented by the General Medicine and
Infectious Diseases teams on ward rounds at Kameda Medical Center in Kamogawa,
Japan. Each case offers insights into the clinical and cultural differences between
Japan and America. Cases will be presented briefly with key diagnostic audio/visuals
and diagnostic possibilities will be requested from audience participants (“ichimoku



ryozen”). A brief discussion of each case will center on clinical or cultural insights
offered by these cases.

About ichimoku ryozen: It has often been said that “a picture is worth a thousand
words.” In Japanese we say “hyaku bun wa ikken ni shikazu.” Many clinical situations
in medicine allow (and often require) immediate visual recognition. Visual recognition
is essential and its value goes beyond any verbal description. Visual recognition is one
of the “fun” aspects of medical education because it encourages participation in
learning by all present and helps to overcome the modesty of Japanese “chin moku
wa kin.” This visual recognition dimension of clinical medicine is universal in all
medical cultures. In America we refer to “visual cues”, in German the term “augen
blick” (flash of an eye) applies and in Japan, “ichimoku ryozen” has become a popular
teaching tool. As a practical matter, teaching in a foreign language is greatly aided by
images since the appearance of a rash (etc.) speaks for itself and no interpretation is
needed.




